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Jennifer Rice
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Adora Smithen
Joy Elledge
Jane Thomas

Most have scheduled their
intern shift with an
experienced docent. If you
are an experienced docent
scheduled with any of the
new docents, make sure they
do all the work under your
watchful eye, a real baptism
by fire. '

We docents are the main
interface between The
Nature Conservancy and the
visiting public. We are, in a
sense, the public
representatives of the
Tallgrass Prairie Preserve
and TNC. Arguably the most
useful role-model for this .
responsibility is a retail -
employee working effectively
with the public.

Occasionally someone asks. if
there is a docent dress code. 1
just learned that long ago
there was such a dress code,
. khaki pants and white shirt.
(I had never heard that
before; maybe I should
consider trading in my blue
Jjeans for khakis; then again,
maybe not.) Interesting how
times change; no dress code
for docents, just clean and
neat attire.

My thanks to David Turner,
and his team, for designing
and conducting such an
effective training program
for the new docents. Also,
thanks to June Endres and
her team for the recruiting
efforts that assembled this
excellent group of volunteers
to train as docents.

And thanks to the new
docents. Welcome aboard.

Nichols Preserve

Update
Tim Grogan
Executive Director

Dear Nature Conservancy
Volunteer,

First of all, let me thank you
for your involvement with
and support of the Nature
Conservancy. With the
support of volunteers like
you, we truly are Saving the
Last Great Places in
Oklahoma, and across the

' . planet. Soon: after the close

of our fiscal year ini June, we
will be sending you a report
on the tremendous progress
and successes your
Conservancy has achieved
this year.

In the meantime, 1 wanted to

. update all of you, and

especially those of your who,
like me, had been trail guides
at Nickel, on the status of
activities at our Nickel
Preserve.

The spectacular new visitor
center at Nickel is nearly

complete. And 1 do mean
spectacular. It's a 2,400
square foot all-log building
with a green metal roof and
wrap-around porches set at
the entrance to Sawmill
Hollow amid towering pine
and oak forests. And thanks
to the generosity of the John
Nickel family, its interior .
furnishings are designed by
professionals and nothing
but first class. John has also
generously donated the
exterior landscaping

. consisting-of rock paths, -

raised beds, parking barriers,
and a pole fencé. We will
soon have labeled native
plants throughout the beds,
as well as a bridge across a
spring-fed pond. This is
arguably the premier
preserve visitor center in the
entire Conservancy!

- We are currently planning

construction of a kiosk
display, similar to the one at
the Tallgrass Prairie
trailhead, outside the Nickel
visitor center. This kiosk
would discuss the
Conservancy's work,
overview the flora and fauna
of the region, and contain
brochures for the two self-

*. guided trails. Each trail will

have multiple markers
corresponding to the
brochures.

Chris Wilson, Preserve
Director, will office in the
new center and is available
for any questions during
normal Monday through
Friday business hours.
However, because of the self-
guiding brochures, visitors
can hike the trails at any
time without prearranging a

guide.
{Continued on Page 3)
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Butterfly Count

- Bob Hamilton
Assistant Director and
Director of Science &

Stewardship.

Insect Lovers,

I just got off the phone with
Walter Gerard. We set the
annual Butterfly Count at
the Tallgrass for 9:30am at
HQ on Saturday, June 21

For more information,
contact Walter at
(918)747—4771.

Road Crew

Cleanup, Cookout,

and Waterfall Hike

- Dennis Bires

The Docent cookout and
Waterfall Hike is on
Saturday, May 3™. If you
missed the reservation
deadline, call anyway, as we
may have enough extra
capacity to add you in.

Here's the May 3™ agenda:

10:00 to noon: Prairie Road
Crew cleanup.

12:00 noon: Cookout at the
Stucco House.  All food will
be provided.

1:30 p.m.: Hike to Mary'’s
Waterfall led by Harvey
Payne.

Please call or email Dennis
Bires by April 25, at (918)
341-3908 (home),

(918) 631-2443 (ofc.), or
dennisbires@lycos.com.

Construction Site

Update
Harvey Payne
Director

Construction of the TUW/TNC

‘Research Station and

renovation of the Foreman's
House has begun. Naturally,
there is a lot of curiosity
about the project. Primarily
for safety reasons, the
conistruction site must be off

~ limits for everyone except
TNC staff and guthorized - -

University of Tulsa
representatives.

During the construction and
renovation process, no
housing will be provided at
the Foreman’'s House. Any
visiting researchers or other
interested persons should be
informed that the Foreman'’s
House is simply off limits for
now.

Thank you.

Oil Field Cleanup

Work Day

- Dennis Bires
On Saturday, May 31%, the
Saturday after Memorial Day
weekend, from
10:00 to 3:00, we'll have our
first oil field cleanup work
day at the Preserve. This has
nothing to do with
petroleum spills, but rather
with the bottles, cans, and
food wrappers that have
accumulated around the
numerous pumping jacks on
the prairie, presumably left
behind by oil production
company workers.

- working excursion.

. The job will require off-road

hiking to the oil wells,

offering participants views
- of the Preserve many of us

have never seen before.

We'll endeavor to
concentrate on recently
burned areas, in order to
minimize walking through
thick growth. So get out
your walking shoes,

bring a lunch, and meet at
the headquarters at 10:00 on
May 31* for an enjoyable
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Preserve Update
- Bob Hamilton

First bison calf this
spring was seen on
March 24™. They are
coming quick now;
expecting about 500.

Adult bulls are already
starting to shed their
winter coats. The bulls
came through the winter
in good body condition
since they are not
developing or nursing a
calf like the adult cows,
so they are the first to
generate the energy
needed to replace their
coats.

A total of 23 spring burns
were conducted from
March 13" through April
11", totaling about
15,000 acres on the
preserve and assisting
neighbors in burning
about the same acreage
on adjacent ranches. Two
wildfires were suppressed
during the same period:
an arson set fire on TGP
and an escaped neighbor
burn.

As of mid-April, about . -
three miles of new bison
perimeter fence has been
constructed on the
preserve east side. Only
seven more miles to go
before this fall's roundup
deadline!

Cattle pastures are now
fully stocked for the
summer: 5910 yearling
steers on 17,400 acres.

The Docent News
On-Line
- Kim Hagan

Someone wisely suggested
that we conserve resources,
both monetary and natural,
and offer an electronic
version of the newsletter.
This was such a sound
suggestion that we will start
offering this option
beginning next month. .
Docents will have the choice
to receive their issue of The
Docent News via e-mail or
uS mail. In addition, each
issue will be posted at the
TGP volunteer website for
on-line viewing, thanks to
Jerry Wagener.

If you decide to receive your
copy via e-mail, each month

- you will receive an e-mail

with an Adobe file
attachment, which will have
your complete issue, in full
color! Instructions on how to
download the free Adobe
Acrobat software required to
open the newsletter will be
sent in the accompanying e-
mail.

If you wish to become an on-

lirie subscriber, please e-mail .-

kimhagan@sbcglobal.net by
May 21%. If you prefer a
mailed copy, we will be glad
to continue sending your
copy to you. There is no
need to reply if you want to
keep receiving a mailed copy.

&

Osage, Children of
the Middle Waters

Part III of a III Part Series

- Nicholas Del Grosso

What thoughts went
through the minds of the
leaders and the people of the
Osage Nation, as they
prepared to leave their
Kansas lands, is difficult to
fathom. The Osage were
forced by circumstance to
relent to pressure from the
Federal and Kansas
Governments to relinquish
their Kansas lands. With a
portion of the $8,000,000
they received from this sale
they purchased 1.5 million
acres from the Cherokee in
Indian Territory. Over the
past two hundred years, the
Osage had seen their
influence and lands severely
reduced. Legend had it that
the new Osage lands in
Indian Territory were chosen
because a lance could not be
stuck into the ground by a
young warrior. Because of
this, it was said, “ that this
land could not be farmed
and it would be of little use
to white settlers.” In
retrospect, 1 think the tribal

- Teaders were more astute

than this. This land had been
part of their traditional
hunting lands and the
Osages were familiar with its

" resources. Chief among these

resources were the rich
bluestem grasslands.

Things were changing in the
west in the early 1870’s. Vast
herds of Texas cattle were
being driven north to
railheads in Kansas. From

1870 through 1879 the
(Continued on Page 7)
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(Continued from Page 7)
reservations. It divided up
reservation land and gave
each family head 160 acres
to cultivate. After a
probation period of 25 years,
they were granted full rights
of ownership and full
citizenship in the United
States. The Dawes Act did
the Indians little good. In
dividing the land the poorest
territory was usually given to
Indians and the best was
sold to white settlers. Even
when the Indians gained
good lands, inexperience
with ownership and legal
matters left the Indian
vulnerable. Seeing this
happen to other tribes in -
Indian Territory and across
the country, the Osages
resisted as long as they
could. During the allotment
negotiations in Washington,
the Osages were aware of the
potential that mineral rights
could have. Their past
exposure to oil in Missouri
and Kansas underlined the
value of retaining the
mineral rights for the benefit
of the tribe. It was Chief
James Bigheart who
protected the tribe’s interest
in this matter and demanded

communal ownership ofall -

mineral rights lying under
the lands in Oklahoma
belonging to the Osage.

With all the ownership
pieces in place and oil
development occurring all
around Indian Territory the
stage was set for the
exploitation of oil on the
Osage lands. History is rife
with men who take’
advantage of changing
circumstances and John
Florer was such a man. He
was a licensed. Indian trader.

The Osage knew and trusted
him. Florer understood that
the Osage Council wanted to
resist change. As oil
production increased outside
Indian Territory, Florer
urged the Osage leaders to
lease their lands for '
petroleum development. He
argued that this would
minimize the number of
intruder whites by leasing
the whole to a single
company that could be more

~ easily controlled and policed

by the tribe.

Florer needed financial
backing to make his plan
come to fruition. Henry

‘Foster provided the necessary

finances. It was Henry
Foster’'s connection with the
Independence Cattle
Company that created a
second vital Osage
connection. His cattle
company already fattened
thousands of Foster cattle on
the lush Osage Bluestem on
the way to Chicago
Stockyards from Texas. It
was this connection and
Florer's intervention that
swayed the Osage Council to
vote 7-6 to approve the
original oil lease. This lease

‘was the beginning-of-a new -

chapter in Osage history. The
first Osage royalty from oil
was to be 1/10™ of all crude
petroleum delivered and $50
per year for each gas well
discovered and used. The
lease was signed on March
16,1896. The Phoenix Qil
Company was formed and in
1897 hit oil on Butler's Creek
in October. This well
produced 10 barrels a day.
To preserve his lease, Foster
sent the Osages their first
royalty check for fifteen
dollars. This secured the

- Foster's blanker lease for ten

years, which gave him
exclusive rights on all 2,286
miles of the Osage
Reservation. The first well
was Wilkey No. 1, which was
abandoned when attempts to
shoot it with nitroglycerin
produced salt water instead
of oil. Wilkey No 2 produced
20 barrels a day, but Foster
had not built adequate
storage tanks, so most of the
oil ran on the ground. These
early days saw little regard
for the environment and.as
the oil was produced changes
occurred on the landscape
that impacted the areas
flora and fauna. The biggest
impact was on the Osage
people as they became
separated from the land and
more dependant on money to
buy the goods they became
accustomed to.

Even after the discovery of
oil on Osage lands the
federal government
continued to meddle in
Osage affairs. In 1900 the
Bureau of Indian Affairs had
trouble with members of the
Osage Tribal Council, which
had been elected under the
1881 Constitution. BIA
stepped-in and suspended the -
Constitution, firing all the
elected councilmen and hand
picking a new council. In
1906, Congress seentingly
endorsed the BIA action by
enacting the Osage
Allotment Act. This law
required the principal chief.
to prepare an accurate roll
of all tribal members. The
final roll totaled 2,229 Osage
people: 926 full bloods and
1303 mixed bloods. In
addition to individual

allotments of tribal lands,
(Continued on Page 9)
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(Continued from Page 9)
interaction of the Osage
people and the federal
government has influenced
both the political and
economic circumstances of
the Osage people in the past
as much as it still does today.
The only difference is that
the ranching and oil
economies have replaced the
fur trade as economic drivers
in the Osage lands.

History of Osage

County
Part II of a VI Part Series

- Jenk Jones

People in the Osage

Herbert Hoover — The future
president, an orphan, spent
summer months in Pawhuska
after his uncle, Maj. Lahan J.
Miles, was appointed agent to
the Osages in 1878. Hoover said
his experiences growing up
with Indian children taught
him a love of the outdoors that
remained with him.

Charles Curtis - A member of

" the Kaw Tribeanda W.S. - -
senator from Kansas who
owned land in Oklahoma,
would become Hoover's vice
president.

James Bigheart — Greatest of a
line of strong Osage chiefs, he
spoke English, French, Osage,
Cherokee, Ponca and Sioux and
had a reading knowledge of
Latin. A full blood, he favored
the developmental policies more
associated with mixed-bloods,
believing his people would
prosper through capitalism. He
presided over the committee

that drew up the Osage
constitution and was largely
responsible for the idea that
the tribe keep control over
subsurface mineral rights so
that all members who had
headright shares would benefit
from mineral riches (i.e. oil) no
matter where found within the
Osage Nation.

Ben Johnson Jr. (or Ben “Son”
Johnson) - Spent much of his
youth at the Chapman-Barnard
Ranch, where his father was

" foreman. Son went west in the

1930s to break horses
purchased in Osage County for
the movies and to teach actors
to ride Western style. He stayed
to appear in some 300 films,
including winning an Oscar for
“The Last Picture Show.” He was
a close friend of John Wayne's
and appeared in many films
with him. “Son,” like his father,
was a world-roping champion.
He often returned to Pawhuska
and the Osage and sponsored
local rodeo events.

Clark Gable — He worked as a
roustabout in the Osage
oilfields, especially around
Barnsdall and Pershing, before
heading to Hollywood. Was
part of a singing group at
Barnsdall..Gable retained a -
warm spot in his heart for his
Osage days and people he knew
there.

Tom Mix — The future silent
film star was a town marshal
in Dewey just east of the Osage
County border. The Wild West
show of the 101 Ranch in Kay
County just west of the Osage
gave him the boost that sent
him to Hollywood. Mix knew
the Osage country well.

Maria and Marjorie Tallchief
— Osage sisters from Fairfax

were two of five famed
Oklahoma, Indian ballerinas
who appeared with the world’s
top ballet companies.

Anita Bryant - Former Miss
Oklahoma and well-known

" entertainer was born in

Barnsdall.

Maj. Gen. Clarence Tinker —
An air defense leader during
World War 1I in the Pacific, he
was killed while attacking
Japanese ships near Wake
Island in 1942. Tinker Air Force
Base in Midwest City is named
for him.

Frank Phillips - This former
Creston, lowa, barber married
his town banker’s daughter and
went to work for her father.
Hearing about exciting
prospects in Bartlesville, I.T.,
Phillips checked them out, got .
into the oil business and SRR

" banking and, along with his

brother L.E., and eventually
established Phillips 66. The
brothers drilled three
unsuccessful wells before
hitting on their fourth with the
last of their money. That
triggered a string of 81
consecutive producers.

. Waite Phillips — He learned the

oil business while working
under brothers Frank and L.E.
in the Osage. Waite later went
out on his own and developed
fields in Okmulgee and Creek
counties as well as the Osage
and even beyond Oklahoma’s
borders. He was noted for his
philanthropy. Philbrook
Museum, his former Tulsa
mansion, is one of the
Southwest's great art museums,
and Philmont, his massive New
Mexico ranch, is now home to

thousands of Scouts each year.
(Continued on Page 11)
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May 2003
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Z 3
Duane Price Art Browning TG i Mary Cumming
Doris Mayfield @ Carol Redford
4 T 17 | s 9
Susan Albert Loretta Vives Dick Baker Darlene Fowler |§ Betty Turner Maureen
Yuki Roberts Van Vives Sally Baker Kim Hagan David Turner Forsythe Don Bruner TG
Steve Forsythe Phyllls Connally
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
John Boxall TG @ Frank Lacey Suzy Harris Dave Dolcater  [§ Deana Brewster f Don Baird Leslie Brucks
Rose Whitekitler |§ Pat Jaynes Jennifer Rice Dennis Brewster flLarry Myers 2 John Fisher TG
! : N Dale Sevcik . : . B Penny Jones
; 19 20
Bridget Barry John Boxall George Brenner [ Neil Garrisan Neil Garrison ! Rosalind Burris
Barbara Bates W Bonita Warren Bonita Warren Marilyn Keefer Iris McPherson # Nancy Irby il Van Vives TG
Jan Henkle Stuart Marshall Bill Rinehart j Adora Smithen |

26 2z | s [ 2 0 |
Nicholas ! -
Delgrossa il Frank Lacey Rebecca Bush Andrew Mary Ann Davis | Jo Brooks
Harold Matthews [l Dale Sevcik Donovan-Shead |§ Cela James June Endres
Jo Matthews |
Jun 2003
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
T 3 | « T s T s 1
Pat Jaynes Darlene Fowler Jean Wagener J Jean Wagener
Jerry Wagener [ Jerry Wagener
TG
8 | 12 13 14
: Nicholas Klm Hagan Dave Dolcater Mary Ann Davis J Jo Brooks Beverly
P Delgrosso ’ L Cela James . - [l Atteberry
: Don Bruner TG
| 1 I 1| l 20 21
John Boxall TG @ Loretta Vives Manlyn Keefer Maureen John Fisher TG
Van Vives iris McPherson Forsythe
Steve Forsythe
2 1 2 | = | 2 21 28
Van Vives TG John Boxall IGeorge Brenner § June Endres
29 30

Deana Brewster
Dennis Brewster
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